


























The Baptism

(Continued from page 2.)

Yet this enduement was not a
permanent blessing, but was be-
stowed for special missionary
work during the Lord’s earthly
ministry. Now, however, He
was going to the Father’s
throne and would send from
there the power of the Spirit to
abide upon His disciples, giving
them “weapons of warfare,
mighty through God to the
pulling down of strongholds.”
The baptism in the Spirit is
the only adequate equipment for
testimony and service. The dis-
ciples had been with Jesus for a
period of over three years. They
had learned great truths from
Him and had been wonderfully
blessed in His fellowship. After
His resurrection, we are told,
the Lord explained to them the
great plan of salvation, the
meaning of His passion and re-
surrection (Luke 24:44-47). Yet
the experience and the light
they had was not a sufficient
preparation. ‘“Tarry ye,”” he
said, “in the city of Jerusalem,
until ye be endued with power
from on high” (Luke 24:49).

“Tarry—until!” This is His
command to us also, We need
the enduement of the Spirit’s
power. “The Kingdom of God
is not in word but in power” (I
Corinthians 4:20). The hostile
powers of evil can only be met
and overcome by the Holy Spir-
it’s superior might. True, we
need not tarry like the early dis-
ciples until a certain day has
“fully come”; we are living in
the dispensation of the out-
poured Holy Spirit. Yet we must
tarry at the feet of our Lord
that our hearts may be brought
in tune with God, that our faith
may lay hold of His promise,
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that we may actually receive the
Holy Spirit. For this is the
meaning of the Spirit’s baptism;
it is the revelation of the Spirit
in us and His manifestation
through us.

“When the day of Pentecost
was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place.
And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven as of a rush-
ing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared un-
to them cloven tongues like as
of fire, and it sat upon each of
them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance”
(Acts 2:1-4).

Pentecost marks the begin-
ning of a new dispensation. The
King having ascended to the
throne, the Father sent the rod
of His strength out of Zion that
He might rule in the midst of
His enemies (Psalm 110:2), The
Kingdom of Heaven, the reign
of Christ in the hearts of men,
was inaugurated on that mem-
orable day. Here we see for the
first time a New Testament
Church, a company of believers,
gathered unto the name of Je-
sus, filled with the Holy Spirit.
And for the first time the Gospel
of Christ crucified and risen is
preached “with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven.”

The date for this introduction
of the Spirit’s dispensation had
been definitely ordained by the
calendar of Jewish feasts. It
was on the Passover that Christ
was crucified. On the morrow
after the Sabbath following the
Passover, when ‘“the sheaf of
the first-fruits was waved before
the Lord,” Christ arose from the
dead. The Holy Spirit descend-
ed on the Feast of Pentecost or
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Weeks, the fiftieth day (Pente-
cost means the fiftieth) or seven
weeks after the waving of the
sheaf of firstfruits (Leviticus
23:9-17). For it was on the
day of Pentecost that a great
ingathering of souls from both
Jews and Gentiles began. In
Apostolic days this feast was
celebrated also as commemorat-
ing the giving of the law at Si-
nai. How significant that on the
very day when the Jews cele-
brated the receiving of the com-
mandments the new covenant
was inaugurated!

Viewed from the standpoint
of God’s plan of redemption it
is true, as is often asserted, that
Pentecost is not to be repeated.
But for a right evaluation of the
manifestation of God on that
day, we must look at the Pente-
costal outpouring from the
viewpoint of individual Chris-
tian experience also.

What did the disciples expe-
rience at that time? The an-
swer is very simple and self-evi-
dent, They received exactly
what had been promised to
them: power from on high, the
promise of the Father, the Com-
forter, the baptism in the Holy
Spirit. Thank God, the same
gift is promised to us. ‘“For the
promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).

In Apostolic times conversion
was not considered as complete
unless it was sealed by a definite
baptism in the Spirit. The
Epistles recognize no other
saints, but such as have con-
sciously received the Holy Spir-
it (Acts 8:15; 19:2; Galatians
3:2, 14). New Testament Chris-
tianity can be produced only by
a New Testament baptism in the
Holy Spirit.
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Love and Obedience

N O Christian can really make a victory in the daily
life without understanding the two paths, Love and Obe-
dience, and keeping at it, whether the one path or the
other be the plainer, for—to put it in other words—the
way of following Jesus is like that, the path sometimes
very clear, and sometimes very dark and dry.

I name one path LOVE. You will find prayer delight-
ful, unction of the soul is here, gladness to obey the least
will of God, etc. Here naturally you acquire more earn-
estness and enthusiasm, and seem to acquire more faith,
for you naturally do these things by the delight in Him,
which the Word of God commands, or which you know
to be His will.

Now the other path, OBEDIENCE, is just as great, be-
cause while the obedience is not greater, it is a difficult
path. The path of obedience, as being a different path
than that of love, is the path where things are not easy,
where the unction has turned to dryness, and the glory
has faded somewhat, and through mistakes of the nat-
ural man, even the sense of the Lord’s presence, and that
warmth of love is missing a little. Here the young Chris-
tian or the unloyal one stops good service. If the con-
sciousness of disobedience is there or if it be not, it
makes little difference, the ardent desire to please Jesus
seems not to be so great. Up to that time, he has wanted
to please God all the time. Here it comes by a sense of
duty, and if he be not strong and overcoming, he gives
up his hearty climb toward God, and acts as if he would
sit down and wait for Jehovah, not wait on Jehovah, but
wait till He pulled him out somehow and gave back the
love. Almost all this is simple teaching that all Chris-
tians learn by the soul as they go on with God.

Now, at the time such a slide or loss comes, a real
earnestness ought to come to the soul as to where the
slide started. It may be a neglect of the personal, in-
ward dealing with God. It may be only some temporary
ease; perhaps it is a small disobedience overlooked. At
any rate, whatever it is, the will of the Father is that the
person should take for the reparation of the breach al-
together the same steps obediently in prayer and conse-
crations and doings as brought about the blessing at the
very first. To say it in plainer words, each thing you

think God wants you to do ought to be done definitely, and
promptly, just as soon as He wants you to do it, when you
don’t feel like it, as earnestly as when you do.

When anyone comes to the slides, slips, and back steps,
there must be said to God, in such words as mean it, “God
is the same. I change. He does not. I will therefore do
toward Him all that in me lies, as if we saw each other
as before, and if I cannot see Him plainly, I know He
sees me. I will keep after Him. I go on and obey (fol-
low) and He finds the way through. If I have slipped
somewhere, or my natural man has not been subject
enough to keep me in the perfect will of God, I will go
on again in prayer and be the overcomer I have been
appointed to be. He knows when I am in earnest. I
don’t have to have men know it.”

Here you are thus called to so obey, and so pray
whether you have the enthusiasm, or feeling, or any part
of the enjoyment. To really fulfill there has to be the
wholesome taking of the trial and bearing the cross for
Jesus, when things arem’t so easy. TUntil you bear this
test, often, you cannot fulfill in love or faith. After awhile,
if you persistently are strong at the time of your tests
and if you will cultivate a clear right-about-face victory,
the day will come that this habit of inward dealing with
God and personal love has increased, so that it cannot be
broken.

I would call your attention to a familiar passage of
Scripture which here fits in: John 14:21, “He that hath
My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
Me, and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father,
and I will love him and will manifest Myself unto him.”

All deep and “go through” Christians learn something
of this lesson, that is to say, that for very love of God
obedience becomes a delight, but that if you do not en-
joy that exquisite glory of love, if you will really take
the obedience of the deep Christian, and do precisely as
deeply toward God because you owe it to Him, before
long you will discover the truth of His own statement that
that attitude of obedience is love, that that is, therefore,
an open door to reception and comprehension and enjoy-
ment of His love, that through this method of stern holi-
ness and lowly faith of believing that He will manifest
Himself, you will find Him.

He who walks straight out into that verse is already in
some measure of love, and already in obedience, and
having seen the Lord some, opens his heart to desire Him
more, and the obedience of that soul has already been
reckoned as love. Wherefore working it out, a life follow-
ing clear through on that verse, exercises distinctly and
strongly high faith for the MANIFESTATION OF GOD.

I quoted it, however, as a scriptural statement, and if
you will really obey God, you will be showing you are
loving anyway in a measure, whether the way seems
dark and things dry, or not, and here God will meet you
with the witness of His love, wake you up to a greater
knowledge of Him.

This teaching is comprised of ex-
cerpts from a letter written Feb. 12,
1915 —Editor.
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The Great Decision

FELLOW—SINNER, hast thou not heard of the necessity of coming to Christ, and of
the willingness of Christ to receive thee? Hast thou not heard of the end of all those
who come not, and of the blessing that they shall have who indeed do come? Put thy-
self now upon this serious enquiry—*“Have I indeed come to Jesus Christ ?”” Thou art
now invited to come; and if thou shalt yet refuse, thy judgment will be greater, and
thy condemnation more fearful.

Perhaps thou sayest—‘But I hope I have come.” It is well if it prove so. But lest
thou shouldest deceive thyself, and so fall unawares into hell, let us examine a little.

1. If thou hast come, What hast thou come away from ?—What hast thou left be-
hind? Hast thou left behind thy darling sins, thy vain pleasures and companions, thy
pride and love of the world, thine own righteousness and self-pleasing? Take heed. If
these things be in thy heart and life, why shouldest thou imagine thou art yet come
to Jesus Christ?

2. Tell me, I pray thee, What moved thee to “come”? Men do not usually come or
go, before they have a cause that moveth them thereto. All men by sin are under
wrath, and are warned to flee from it unto Christ; yet alas! alas! but few flee. And
why ? Because they do not believe their condition is such as it is: they do not believe
what God tells them about it. So it is not a man’s being under wrath, but a man’s be-
lieving it, that will move him to come to Christ. We have a famous illustration of
‘‘coming” in the case of the four lepers, of whom we read in 2 Kings vii. The famine
was sore. There was no bread where they were. Being half-dead already, they said
one to another—“Why sit we here until we die? Now, therefore, come, let us go into
the camp of the Syrians.” They believed death awaited them where they were, and
therefore they fled for their lives. Thus it is with those who in truth come to Jesus
Christ. Death is before them: they see and feel it, and therefore they come of neces-
sity. They are forced by the sense of being utterly and everlastingly undone, if they
find not safety in Him. But it is an easier thing to persuade a man in good health to
go to a physician for a cure, than it is to persuade a man, who sees not his soul-disease,
to come to Christ. Why should he go to Him? ‘“The whole have no need of a physi-
cian.” The pitcher that is full can hold no more. Why, then, should it go to the
fountain ?

3. Once more, let me ask thee, What hast thou seen in Jesus Christ, to allure thee to
forsake all the world to come to Him? What comeliness and beauty hast thou seen
in Him? Is He lovelier to thee than ten thousand? And what hast thou found in
Him? He that cometh to Him finds rest for his soul. Hast thou found this rest in
Christ. He that cometh to Him finds reconciliation in Him; for “God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself.” He that cometh to Him finds Him a fountain of
grace for the pardon of every sin. He that cometh to Him finds virtue in Him; so
that thou do but touch Him by faith, life-—eternal life-—is forthwith conveyed into the
soul. It makes one wake, as out of the sleep of natural death, into the newness of
spiritual life. What more shall I say? He that cometh to Jesus Christ finds in Him
rest, peace, delight, heaven, glory and eternal life.

Now, sinner, be advised! Ask thy heart again saying, “Have I come to Jesus Christ 2>
For on this one question—“AM I COME, OR AM 1 NOT COME ?”—hangs heaven or
hell, as to thee. If thou canst say, in deed and in truth, “I am come to Jesus Christ—
He is mine, and I am His,” happy, happy, happy art thou! If thou hast really come
to Him, and received Him as thy Saviour (John i. 12), thou art a child of God, and
Jesus is gone to prepare a place for thee. Thou art the object of a “love that passeth
knowledge”; and whilst thou art passing on through the wilderness, from the gate of
hell, where thou wast, to the gate of heaven, where thou art going, God hath strewed
thy path with promises, as with flowers from His own Paradise. The sweet gales of
His Spirit shall refresh thee, the kisses of His love shall cheer thee, His gracious
words, dropping like honey-comb, shall comfort thy soul; yea, the bright beams of His
countenance shall shine upon thee, till thou meet Him with fullness of joy in glory!

By JOHN BUNYAN
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