


















Gathered Fragments 

MUCH comment a:1d crit:cism has 
arisen over the Revised Standard 
Version of the Old Testament recent­
ly published. Many have protested 
against certain changes, emenda­
tions, and corrections. But the most 
serious protest yet registered comes 
from Rocky Mount, North Carolina, 
where, according to Associated Press, 
the Pastor of Independent Baptist 
Church "planned to burn a copy of 
the book." Instead he tore out the 
page that bore a passage in Isaiah 
with the words 'young woman' sub­
stituted for virgin." (Is. 7:14.) 

* * * 
It is true that this version has been 

translated by a group of men who do 
not believe in the inspiration of the 
Scriptures or in the foundation doc­
trines of Christianity and that their 
work has been colored by their theo­
logical bias. As the able Christian 
scholar, Allan A. Mac Rae, points out 
in the current issue (Dec. '52) of 
Christian Life, "It makes little ef­
fort to give a translation of what the 
Hebrew contains; instead it tells what 
the translators think the writers 
ought to have said," and "frequently 
it simply abandons the Hebrew and 
adopts a different reading with no 
ancient evidence whatever." 

And yet, faulty as it is, it is an ef­
fort to present a translation of the 
Scriptures which the average pres­
ent-day reader "can understand more 
easily than one made so long ago," 
and used with discrimination can be 
"of real value to the Bible student." 
This contribution should be recog­
nized and disapproval of the result 
can certainly be expressed in a more 
dignified and effective manner than 
in the vulgar and almost sacrilegious 
way chosen in North Carolina~a 

method of handling the Bible~of 

whatever version~heretofore used 
only by enemies of the pure Gospel 
of Christ. 

No such treatment was accorded 
the first version of the Scriptures to 
be translated and published in Amer­
ica two hundred and ninety-four 

10 

years ago this month, December 28, 
1658: 

Mamussee 
Wunneetupanatamwe 

Up-Biblum 
It was the work of John Eliot, 
"Apostle to the Indians," and took 
eight years to complete. "Transla­
tion into the Indian language was 
very difficult with its limited vocab­
ulary ... ," writes historian P. Marion 
Simms. "Salt was unknown to the 
Indians. . .. They had no word for 
'Amen.' ... The parable of the Ten 
Virgins is the parable of 'the ten 
chaste young men' . . . (for) among 
the Indians chastity is said to have 
been a masculine virtue.'' Eliot's la­
bors were rewarded in the conversion 
of 11,000 "praying Indians" over a 
period of thirty years, and his self­
sacrifice "will be an inspiration in all 
ages to come.'' 

* * * 
On November 21, William D. Up­

shaw went to be with the Lord at his 
home in California at the age of 86. 
A national figure, he had been a Con­
gressman from Georgia and Prohibi­
tion candidate for the presidency in 
1932. It was during this campaign 
that we had the privilege to hear and 
meet him~a fluent orator but a con­
firmed cripple of forty-seven years. 
By sheer courage and faith, he had 
educated himself and became a lec­
turer, publisher, and politician. His 
motto, which he taught thousands of 
students all over the country, was 
"Don't be discouraged, never give 
up." Nineteen years later it was our 
privilege to see him again, "walking 
and leaping and praising God," no 
crutches after sixty-six years, healed 
under the ministry of William Bran­
ham. This was an unusual public 
witness to God's healing power for 
thousands all over the country knew 
that it was he who had walked on 
crutches these many years and could 
say nothing against this notable mir­
acle. God granted him his desire to 
witness to His deliverance in the 
places where he had formerly spoken 
as a cripple, and during his last 
months he went on an extended 
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speaking tour in twenty-two states 
and seven European countries. 

* * 
The November 10 issue of LIFE 

carried an interesting news item un­
der the heading, 

Penicillin Is Losing Its Punch 
"Penicillin has been used so often 

to combat so many different kinds 
of bacteria that the bacteria are 
becoming immune to it. Harvard's 
Dr. Maxwell Finland reports that 
only one fourth of the 500 staphylo­
coccus cases (infections such as 
pneumonia and osteomyelitis) re­
cently treated at Boston City Hos­
pital have responded to penicillin. 
Even patients who have never be­
fore been treated with the drug 
have penicillin - resistant boils 
caused by bacteria from people who 
have been treated with penicillin. 
Unless the wonder drugs are used 
cautiously, Dr. Finland warns, 'we 
will be left with diseases only re­
sistant, not s~nsitive, to drugs.'" 
How different is the precious blood 

of Christ which after two thousand 
years still has not lost its healing 
power. 
"The healing of His seamless dress 

Is by our beds of pain; 
We touch Him in life's throng and 

press 
And we are whole again.'' 

* * * 
This month also marks the anni­

versary of the death (December 15, 
1591) of St. John of the Cross whose 
book, The Living Flame of Love, has 
brought inspiration to multitudes of 
Christians, Catholic and Protestant 
alike. One of his most striking and 
typical sayings is, "And where there 
is no love, put love in, and you will 
draw love out." That's certainly 
what God did, and "we love Him be­
cause He first loved us." 

* * * 
Have you renewed your subscrip­

tion to BREAD OF LIFE? Most 
subscriptions expire with this issue. 
A number have already sent in their 
renewals ahead of time. And if you 
have been blessed by these pages, 
how about subscribing for some one 
else? 

The shepherds left their sheep to 
behold the Lamb of God. 

~W. L. Phelps. 



~nest ... 
. fJ ~£ 'rthe 

wheat 

IN HIM 
OH, that God could take every­
one of us and make us stay alone 
with Him until He made us just 
like Himself! 

Do you know what it is to live 
day in and day out, day in and 
day out, in His presence-in His 
presence? There are so many 
people who say, "Oh yes, if I 
could only get alone in a room 
by myself and shut the door!" 
That isn't His presence; that's 
yourself. 

To walk with Jesus spiritual­
ly is to be able to see Jesus spir­
itually when you are among 
men. That is the secret of the 
hidden life. The man who gets 
in touch with Jesus when con­
ditions are favorable is a seek­
er, perhaps, but when you have 
become hidden with Christ in 
God, you really have the touch 
of Jesus when you are among 
people. You are enjoying Him 
in the midst of a crowd as much 
as in the closet. The life that 
lives in His presence has learned 
long since it is not to be shut 
away in a room; it is to be shut 
away in Him. It is to be alone 
with Him. How wonderfully 
sweet are the days when we live 
in the presence of Jesus and 
think of Him! It's a wonderful 
lesson when we think it will be 
like that through the eternal 
ages. 

Wherever you see Him, you 

will there be blessed; but when 
you see man, you will be apt to 
be disappointed. There are 
things in the Bible which indi­
cate that we are to be like Je­
sus. It must be that Christ has 
His own way with us. There 
is a majestic alteration of a hu­
man life when Jesus has His en­
tire way, when He rules and 
reigns in your life, when all is 
possessed by Him, when you 
have seen the King, when He 
doth reign and all is possessed 
by Him. 

Yes, it ought to be Jesus-Je­
sus only. He ought to reign. 
You ought to say, "None of self, 
all of Thee." Each one must 
come to Him learning to know 
Him better till He is King over 
his life; then He would mani­
fest Himself the way He has 
appointed for these last days. 

This selection is a compilation from va­
rious sources, mostly notes taken by 
friends. The last paragraph, however, is 
from one of Mrs. Robinson's letters.­
Editor. 

Grand Central 
(Continued from page 4.) 

ple faith she offered a brief 
prayer. As she did so, she re­
ceived such definite assurance 
that the prayer was answered 
that she said, "Your wife is go­
ing to be well." 

The next day as she was hur­
rying through the station, she 

Bread of Life, December, 1952 

spied this man, all radiant. She 
greeted him with the words, 
"You don't have to tell me the 
good news." But he did tell her 
how he returned to the hospital 
to find that there had been an 
immediate change in his wife's 
condition to the utter amaze­
ment of the doctors. In three or 
four days she was out, a well 
woman. 

So by music, by personal tes­
timony, by tracts, Mary Lee 
Read gives out the Word of Life 
to all who pass by in this busi­
est of stations in this great me­
tropolis. "I believe I am in a 
place where I can feel the pulse 
of America," Mrs. Read states. 
"And I believe America is near­
er to God today than she has 
been since VE-Day. On that day 
she was nearer to God than ever 
before. It was so noticeable dur­
ing the playing and singing 
Thanksgiving week this year. 
People paid little atte·ntion to 
the singing until the wonderful 
religious hymns were sung. 
Then they stopped and listened 
and clapped not only after the 
hymn was finished but between 
verses." 

This work is based on sacri­
fice, like all true missionary ac­
tivity, for to do it Mrs. Read 
must leave a comfortable home 
in Denver, Colorado, for several 
months each year to live in one 
room in the city, without any 
conveniences or comforts. "And 
God has blessed because of these 
sacrifices," she says. "The more 
I do this kind of work, the more 
I realize that we Christians must 
put Christ first if we are to win 
others to Him." 

The lettering on the title cut for the 
article, Grand Central Missionary, 
was done by Mr. John Perz. 

Do you have a time daily when you 
meet the Lover of your soul ? 

11 
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Bethlehem 

SOME years ago a minister of 
a rapidly growing city church 
was faced with a crucial deci­
sion. For years his congrega­
tion had been worshipping in a 
rented hall which was becoming 
too small. Then came an offer 
to purchase a comparatively 
new church building not too far 
away. To many of the congre­
gation the proposition seemed 
timely and God's answer to their 
need for larger quarters and a 
permanent church home. 

The pastor, however, sought 
the mind of the Lord, knowing 
that our ways are so often not 
His ways. He received no en­
couragement from the Lord, ra­
ther the opposite, an increasing 
check. Strong pressure was 
brought to bear upon him by the 
congregation. He continued to 
seek the Lord. 

* * 

Then one night he had a 
dream in which he saw the lit­
tle town of Bethlehem. Rush­
ing thither were multitudes­
travelers, shepherds, wise men 
-all crowding into the small 
village. Then he awoke and 
heard a voice, saying, "Bethle­
hem is a small, crowded place 
where Jesus is the center of at­
traction.'' 

That was enough for him. He 
understood what the Lord was 
saying. Subsequent events vin­
dicated this guidance, and in 
God's time, many years later, a 
beautiful building was provided, 
much more commodious and ac­
ceptable than the one first con­
sidered! It pays to let Jesus 
lead and to make Him the Cen­
ter of Attraction, and all other 
things will be added. 

* 
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